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New Year, Some New Faces
By Teacher Daryl

WMEEF R - BEOWEFSUAR—LEHESRIND - thfiw=E
SOHSREEEEERE - RES2FNIMFERLETE - /7T 5154
PR LJERE - BT ROMRE — R MR EE -
HAMM P RE R AR AT 5 — B ErTEsR |

Every year at Korrnell, and any other school that employs western nationals.
When coming from a different country and culture to Taiwan ,a period of rough
adjustment often is experienced by new teachers. Sometimes in a new job, far
away from the comforts of home, it can be very hard to adjust.

This year, everything has started of very smoothly. One of the reasons for
this is that we had an extended orientation period at the beginning of the year
to help the new teachers prepare for the beginning of a new semester.

For our orientation, we started with an informative and thorough
introduction about our school from Director John. He also explained many
different expectations that, as our courageous leader, he has for us.

After that, Teacher Debbie helped give extensive guidance to the new crop
of teachers with regards to grades one and two. She made sure that the teachers
knew what to expect on the first day, and gave advice on how to simplify
our language so that the grade one children can follow. Teacher Debbie also
went on to introduce different ways to help the students follow the classroom
rules. For grades three and four, Teacher Karen gave a demo to all the teachers
to introduce some games and activities. She also helped go through all the
material and give different angles on how to teach varied material. Teacher
Karen also helped explain different ways to keep control of and manage a class’
behavior.

I helped by giving help to anyone who teaches to grade five and above.
My job was to help the new teachers diverse ways to keep their classes as
interesting as possible, while maintaining control over the class and keeping to
the material. I also helped with some methods to help the new teachers have a
better relationship with their junior high classes.

This was followed by some announcements from Director John and Teacher
Tim, and then some coffee and pizza. Next, Teacher Johan talked about some
rules we needed to follow and the teacher’s handbook..The next day, we all split
up in to our different grade levels and helped each other prepare for the dawn of
a new school year.

I think we have an excellent crop of new teachers, and they all hit the
ground running for the new semester!




Reading

Wonders Online Resources

EEIFE IR LM ~EEE i F RS EH

B/)\ ESL BISERUM AT B0 | HANER) - IEEARE « SERBECE  BYE
SIS R o SMEHETRABER - (L ETEMR ERBEET SRS RS LR

RS E - BPIRZHEBNE5IE2ENRE LRFWILSZ KE T

By Teacher Kathryn

Reading Wonders Online is a new class this year. It uses
the additional materials in the Reading Wonders program. This
period gives students time to practice phonics, reading and,
vocabulary. Students think they are having fun and playing games
when they are practicing and reinforcing skills they have been
learning in Reading class.

Teachers have assigned a selection of materials to students
that give them a choice as to what they want to do during that
period in the computer lab. One student could be working on
rereading the story that the class has been reading. Another
could be playing a game that works with the vocabulary words.
Yet another could be practicing phonics sounds. This time is
wonderful for students as they get very excited about learning.

EMREERPETESHRE -

One of the goals of this period is to direct the use of the
additional resources that comes with the Reading Wonders
programs. By assigning the materials for a set period of time the
students know which materials go along with the stories they are
currently working on. Younger students can more easily find the
resources than if they were searching through the hundreds of
items listed under resources when they log into Reading Wonders
Online.

My first grade students are always excited to head to Reading
Wonders Online. They ask me what we are going to get to do today.
| let them think it's a surprise... But, it was carefully planned out
over the summer. Activities that will go along with the curriculum
that is currently being taught are what are assigned each week.
This should help students practice the concepts and vocabulary in
a way that is engaging to them.
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The speech contest started back in June before
the summer vacation. The students spent time learning
their scripts and starting to prepare for the contest.
Everyone gets a chance to join the in-class contest,
with the homeroom teacher judging the scores.
This can be quite worrying for some of the students,
especially in grade 1, as they may have not spoken in
front of the class before.

After a few tears and many words of
encouragement the first round is over.

Next we move onto the semi-final, students get
a chance to get up on stage, with the watchful eyes
of 3 judges and many parents. There are a number
of different speeches for the judges and audience
to enjoy. There are some speeches about traveling,
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By Teacher Andy

some about rabbits, some about
dreams and even some about yellow gorillas!

Only a small number of students made it to the
final night of the speech contest. Tensions were high
with both students and parents very nervous about
tonight' s performance. Students came in dressed as
their characters and had many different props. It was
clear to see everyone had really put in a lot of effort
and were trying their hardest. All of the students who
made it to the final did a great job and should be so
proud of their hard work, the speeches were amazing!

Well done to all of our students here at Korrnell
Ritz, we have some really talented students who have
put in many hours of work and | hope you enjoyed
taking part.
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Culture Day

»Grade One’s Culture Day By Teacher Joyce
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Spring 2017 was filled with many extraordinary
events! It was the first time for our first graders
to experience and participate in Culture Day
festivities. | was AMAZED with the outcome! The
teachers were already working hard with their first
grade classes with enthusiasm and creativity! The
students got into the act and gave us many fun
moments to remember for years to come. Here are
some of those golden moments that stood out!
Class 102 sang “Frere Jacques” in French. The
audience was especially in awe for the grand finale
when the kids broke into the physically demanding
dance of the “Can-Can” ! Class 101 took a train
and toured around England! They were astonished
when they saw Peter Pan and Wendy flying pass
Big Ben! The audience was also delighted when
the Queen came out waving and invited everyone
for a cup of tea in her garden! Class 106 travelled

to Brazil' s jungle and saw many tropical
animals in the Amazon rainforest! The brave
little adventurers skipped on one foot,
hopped, and stomped around the forest
to explore distinct sounds of animals. Class
103 took us the Egypt in Egyptian Airlines
to see their cute dance. Class 104 presented
the details of Czech Republic. Class 105
introduces New York and their modern
dance, Jazz. Class 107, the cow boys and
girls brought us to Texas’ s unique nature.

Culture Day was filled with many
excitement and spectacular performances.
The children developed many skills, such
as endurance, patience, courage, and
confidence throughout the entire process.
The first graders should be very proud of
themselves!




» Around the World in 90 Minutes | By Teacher Daniel

o

! i
%

HEHAEEIATRENEEREIASRTXBBSHBELIEES - —FR

AN EB RS EFRIR7TE AN - B AIRAS -

HEEBFRIIMD

B8 PEIEE N BEBRNEBCERE - RER/HBIERMEE

SR -

A Japanese sumo fight; A New
Zealand Maori Hakka dance; An
Icelandic banker being arrested,
how could you possibly see all of
these in a Taiwanese school? Well,
those very eclectic activities, and
many more, were part of Korrnell's
grade 2 Culture Day which recently
took place as part of a school wide
event.

The stage show was the culmination
of several months of preparation by
the Grade 2 foreign teachers along
with hard work by the students and,
very importantly, support from our
wonderful Chinese co-teachers and
the parents.

We planned an entertaining show
that the kids could put on for their
parents, and other students. We
included information about the
countries, some activities that are
common in that country, along with
some singing and dancing. Of
course, every class was a little

different but what we all had in
common was to try to make it fun for
the audience.

The next step was many weeks of
preparation. This included the kids
practicing, practicing some more,
and then even more practice. We all
wanted to make sure the kids will do
as well as possible. Other important
preparation included making props
for the show. G2 props included,
among other things, a Viking boat,
the “Northern Lights”, and Pokemon
monsters. The parents almost all
helped out in getting costumes in
some classes. Others made their
own home-made costumes.

As for the show itself, it went off
almost flawlessly. The kids all really
tried their best and | can definitely
say that | was very proud of my
class. They knew it was an important
event and really came through. For
those that were there, | hope you
enjoyed it.
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Elite Class .

The true meaning of
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4 3 What does “Elite” English
class really mean? We are by

no means more special than any other class, except

for the simple fact that our students are able to work

and function successfully during a normal elementary

school day, in English!

’.‘)

Our elite grade 1 classes have 30 lessons a week,
including maths, art and science that are conducted
in English. This means that almost 80% of the
elementary school day is conducted in English.

Elite class students have been fortunate enough to
have a solid English kindergarten experience in which
they have already planted the seeds of the language.
They are also able to communicate verbally on a basic
level and follow class instructions in English. This
means that our grade 1 year is dedicated to making
their English skills fluent and natural and giving them
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By Teacher Shannon

in Class
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the confidence to continually improve their English skills
every year.

In our elite class, | hope to inspire our students to
find the purest joy in learning a new language and to
continue with this for the rest of their lives. In 101, we
spread our joy of learning another language into all our
lessons by linking topics in science and reading.

The purpose behind the elite English class is to
develop natural English ability which translates into
greater personal success for our students in their life
long vocations, but also the increased competitiveness
of Taiwan in the global arena.

The seeds of the language still need to be planted.
These students typically have no knowledge or
experience with English until the join our class. We have
very strong Chinese and Foreign teachers with bilingual
skills.
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English Learning in ESL Classes By Teacher Andy
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v ESL Class are part of our English English language however their confidence is often
) , wé as a second language program. We quite low. This is where we use a variety of techniques

' N aim to improve our students English to get them up and talking and practicing their English.
from day one, to secure and build a One technique we use twice a week is the read aloud
solid foundation around the language. session, from 7:45 till 8:05 we all get together and
read a story. We play the story on the projector and
the whole class reads together. This builds confidence
for the students who are struggling a little as they can
practice reading without worrying about others listening.

Our ESL classes arrive in September with at least
some knowledge of the English language. My job as the
homeroom and reading teacher is to see their potential
and build on this throughout the year. They are often at

many different levels of the language and it is my job to We have a total of 24 English lessons a week,
extend the brighter students and work closely with the  which includes reading, science, social studies, phonics
ones who are finding it more difficult. and language arts. In this first year of elementary school

the roots of the language need to be established,
confidence to use basic language attained and
vocabulary developed.

From day one they are able to express themselves
in English and follow classroom routines. Right from the
beginning the students have a good knowledge of the
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Pre -ESL Class
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: "Have you ever felt frustrated and

wanted to give up so badly?” said one student’ s
mom.

“Do you feel so proud of your pupils, especially
when they make it to tell their stories in front of so many
people?” one colleague curiously asked.

When being asked such questions, I, as an English
homeroom teacher in Class 105, would always give
my response, “Sure thing” ! Undoubtedly, it is never
an easy task for English teachers to learn English with
a group of beginners; however, this job will definitely
give all teachers a sense of achievement.

Beginners are a tough nut to crack because
they have no previous knowledge of English. Due to
this factor, | tend to keep instructions simple and use
more body gestures.

As time goes by, my students switched to the
next level, “A Baby Step Period” . With more self-
confidence.. It is extremely surprising that they are
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English Learning in Pre-ESL Class
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By Teacher Paul ine

able to pick up simple English expressions so fast, and
some of them even confirm meanings of certain words
at recess.

In addition to that, all of the pupils have their own
picture books to read at home. All they need to do is
spare 10 minutes to read the book with their parents.
The main purpose is that | would like them to immerse
themselves in English. Rather than being forced to
memorize vocabulary or phrases, they have their
choices to learn what they like. The power of positive
reinforcement can not be underestimated because it is
always a key to success.

After a speech contest, | notice that now my kids
are in another stage, “The Climb Phase” . Simply
like the phrase means, | believe when students get
ready to spread their wings to fly in the sky, they still
need additional help with it. The more assistance | can
provide them, the higher they can make it. In order to
achieve that, | always try my best to get them involved
in every single class, and it is vital to make them
interested and satisfied.

"Ben and mom had to town....” BABARV:EEZBRE
8% 2 Pre-ESE T P RAE L 2R - SNEMEERR
a s SBRMNARMEAGZE - ZFPEREREART
SEAMESIER  MERMAMBEMMEIRLEES IR
ESPWHE e - E—2HPIK - AITEHE Speech
Contest ~ Christmas Carol S/N—h X EESEIBERHER
IRo]@E o gh - MEMERERHELEE  BEEYEZIE
ARENEE -

ZFhig ERRIBMIERIEEE

= BA-HIZEAXGEHES |

IH | ZF | SRR MIRTEE R B iEEMRVTER |

C RS OE - K&

~



ESLCloss

Seven-0O’ One Science By Teacher Matthew Volk
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“ In the News

Something new but not unexpected
at Ritz Academy: we are growing to fit the needs and
capabilities of our brilliant students! 701 is an extension
of the primary-level bilingual program already well
established at our campus in Taichung. This foray
into the secondary level adds mathematics, science,
and social studies to the English curriculum for middle
schoolers. The students of 701 are pioneers!

Current Events

Junior high school’ s approach to ESL is evolving.
The first term was rough but the student have adapted.
In the second term their scores increased by 19% and
we anticipate a further 10-15% increase by the end of
the year. We are using a communicative approach:
there are few concepts in science which the students
haven' t already learned in the Chinese classes. So,
we are focusing on the students’ ability to use English

h BFIWERLERREGHMERZEENRE  F2FEE—REHFE A Math, Science,
- =

to communicate the science they already understand.
This has resulted in some excellent presentations on
topics including “What Does it Mean to Be Alive?”
and “A Cornucopia of Cells.”

Coming Soon

Life Science has been the focus of the first
semester. Physical Science is on its way for the
second half of the year, but first we will encounter the
cornerstone of biology, evolution. From structural and
molecular evidence we “connect the dots” that
led Darwin to write his famous book, The Origin of
Species. But for all we know about how life adapts to
its environment and circumstances, its beginnings are
still a mystery. Following the communicative approach,
we will be engaging in the debate that has been
raging in the West since Darwin published his thesis
on Evolution by Natural Selection. This debate will
culminate with in-class presentations on the “Origins
of Life.”
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Happy school life in

Korrnel Ritz 32/ 102 Asher &

My son Asher is in 102 class at Korrnell. We are
American, and have lived in Indonesia for 2 2 years
and now in Taiwan for 1 year. He is in the bilingual
class as a native English speaker, and learning Chi-
nese. Asher is very good at making friends, even

if they speak another language. He likes to play a
lot, and has enjoyed meeting new people at school.
He has also enjoyed learning about holidays in
Taiwan, especially when food is involved! The chal-
lenge for Asher has been to get more serious about
school, as well as learning in another language.

We have had a lot of support from our homeroom
teachers, especially with a steep learning curve in
Chinese. Gloria has gone out of her way to give us
extra sheets and explanations so that we can assist
Asher’ s learning Chinese, as well as providing
feedback on his progress and behavior. He typi-
cally studies for 1 hour each evening after school,
as well as 1-2 hours on the weekend. Every night
we review vocabulary words and Chinese charac-
ters. He loves math and science, and does well at
vocabulary, but needs additional help with reading
comprehension. Asher is excited to go to school
every day, and loves his teachers and friends.
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